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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (cancelled) 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (withdrawn) A unit according to claim 1 wherein the rolling 
members (33, 34) are arranged in a groove (17, 18, 28) in at least one of the journal 
(21) or sleeve (11). 

4. (currently amended) A longitudinal displacement unit for a 
torque transmitting shaft assembly comprising: 

a profiled sleeve (11) with circumferentialty distributed, longitudinally 
extending first ball grooves (12); 

a profiled journal (21) with drcumferentially distributed, longitudinally 
extending second ball grooves (22); 

torque-transmitting balls (31) which are arranged as groups in pairs of first 
and second ball grooves (1 1 , 22); 

a ball cage (41) positioned between the profiled sleeve (11) and the 
profiled journal (21) and fixing the balls (31) in their axial position relative to one 
another, wherein the ball cage (41) is axially displaceable relative to the profiled sleeve 
(1 1) between two axial stops (42, 44); and 

a plurality of rolling members (32, S3, 34) held in the ball cage (41), so as 
to be able to roll, and which are radially pretensioned between the profiled sleeve (11) 
and the profiled journal (21), and which, during the transmission of torque, remain 
substantially free from circumferential forces^ 

wherein the rolling members are balls arranged between the pairs of first 
and second ball groove (12. 22) and rolling on an inner cylindrical face (16) of the 
profiled sleeve (11) and an outer cylindrical face (26) of the profiled lournal (21) . 

5. (cancelled) 

6. (cancelled) 
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7. (withdrawn) A unit according to claim 4, wherein the rolling 
members (33, 34) are arranged in additional grooves (17, 18. 28) in at least one of the 
profiled journal (21 ) or profiled sleeve (11). 

8. (withdrawn) A unit according to claim 7, wherein the rolling 
members (33) are balls or barrel-type members whose effective rolling surface radius of 
curvature is smaller than the radius of curvature of the additional grooves (17) In a 
cross-sectional view. 

9. (withdrawn) A unit according to claim 7, wherein the rolling 
members (34) are discs which are held in the ball cage (41) with an oscillating axis of 
rotation. 

10. (withdrawn) A unit according to claim 9, wherein the 
additional grooves (18, 28) have a circular cross-section. 

11. (withdrawn) A unit according to claim 10, wherein the 
grooves (18, 28) have the same cross-sectional shape as the pairs of first and second 
grooves (1 2, 22) for the torque-transmitting balls (31 ). 

12. (original) A unit according to claim 4, wherein the rolling 
members comprise an elastic material. 

13. (original) A unit according to claim 12, wherein the ball cage 
(41) comprises an elastic material. 

14. (originaJ) A unit according to claim 12, wherein the elasticity of 
the rolling members is substantially greater than the elasticity of the torque-transmitting 
balls (31). 

1 5. (cancelled) 

16. (cancelled) 



PAGE 6/13* RCVD AT 12^0/2004 3:36:18PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 * DNIS:8729306 » CSID:248 2239522 « DURATION (mm-ss):03-1 8 



DEC-20-2004 15:36 RRTZ RRTZ LRU OFFICES 248 2239522 

U.S.S.N. 10/627,848 - 7 - GKNG 1 177 PUS 



17. (cancelled) 

18. (original) A driveshatt for vehicle comprising a first rotary Joint, 
a second rotary joint, and a longitudinal displacement unit therebetween, wherein the 
longitudinal displacement unit is a unit according to claim 4. 

19. (original) A driveshaft according to claim 18 wherein at least 
one of the first and second joints is a constant velocity universal joint. 

20. (withdrawn) A method of securing a ball cage in a 
longitudinal displacement unit for a torque-transmitting shaft comprising: 

providing a sleeve; 

providing a journal coaxially within the sleeve; 

providing a plurality of torque transmitting balls acting between the sleeve 
and the journal; 

fixing the balls in an axial position relative to one another with a ball cage, 
the ball cage being axially displaceable relative to the sleeve between two stops; 
attaching at least one rolling member to the ball cage; and 
radially pretensioning the at least one rolling member between the journal 
and the sleeve to increase the sliding friction of the ball cage with respect to the journal 
and sleeve, wherein the at least one rolling member is substantially free from 
circumferential forces during the transmission of torque. 
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